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EAD & Associates Works with Booz Allen Hamilton to Draft the Federal Highway Administration to Release Guidance on Evacuating Populations with Special Needs

BROOKLYN, NY- As part of its Routes to Effective Evacuation Planning primer series on emergency transportation and evacuation, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) recently released Evacuating Populations with Special Needs—a report centered on meeting the needs of those who require assistance during a local or multi-jurisdictional emergency evacuation. 

“The timely movement of people out of an area of danger is critical,” said Elizabeth Davis, director of EAD & Associates, an emergency management firm that focuses on special needs populations. “This becomes especially pronounced for those with specialized transport needs, such as persons in wheelchairs or those who are dependent on complex medical equipment. But also, it is just as pressing for those without access to independent forms of travel themselves. In both cases, careful planning in advance is called for to understand the numbers involved, the appropriate types of transportation vehicles, routing, time to complete a successful point to point relocation, etc. Not to be ignored on the back end of such an evacuation, no matter the size or duration, is the return back since all the same needs still exist post-event.” 
Compiled by staff from EAD & Associates under contract with Booz Allen Hamilton, the primer aims to assist transportation agencies, emergency managers, first responders, and special needs service organizations in developing and implementing evacuation plans that are inclusive of those with special needs, like the elderly and people with disabilities.

The primer is also designed to help officials understand related legislation, especially regulations that were passed following Hurricane Katrina. According to the FHWA, many people with disabilities or medical conditions as well as the elderly were disproportionately affected by Hurricane Katrina. In many instances, people who did not have access to transportation or who were unable to understand emergency communications were left behind. In response, government officials have been working to strengthen transportation evacuation plans and response efforts so they are more inclusive of those with special needs.

Aside from helping officials develop or amend their evacuation plans, this primer offers a number of best practices and tools that can be used to address issues involving those with special needs. In addition, an evacuation checklist that can be utilized by officials as well as transportation providers can be found at the end of the report.
To view a copy of Evacuating Populations with Special Needs, visit:  http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/eto_tim_pse/publications/index.htm
ABOUT EAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
It was in 2001 that Elizabeth Davis decided to create EAD & Associates, a New York-based emergency management consultancy with a holistic client-centric approach to providing quality real-world solutions. With a unique expertise and focus on special needs and human services issues, the EAD team is a proven leader in the field of emergency management, both nationally and internationally. 

Ms. Davis, who also serves as an advisor to the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA, is an internationally-recognized and published expert in the fields of emergency management and special needs planning. A leader in the development and implementation of special needs policies and protocols, Ms. Davis brings more than fifteen years of passion, dedication, experience, and accomplishments to her work. 

For more information, visit www.eadassociates.com. 

