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EAD & Associates and the National Emergency Management Resource Center to Sponsor First Disability Inaugural Ball

NEW YORK- EAD & Associates, LLC is proud to announce its support of the disability community as a sponsor of the first-ever Disability Power & Pride Inaugural Ball, which is set to take place at the National Press Club in Washington, DC on Sunday, January 18. 
The ball is expected to draw officials from the new Administration and numerous political leaders, as well as hundreds of prominent disability advocates, including Elizabeth Davis, founder of both EAD & Associates and the National Emergency Management Resource Center (NEMRC).
“On a professional level, I made the decision that my companies would be named sponsors because it is too important right now not to recognize the emotion and energy that exists around this particular event,” Davis said, adding, “I wish we could do more, but in the spirit of working together to bring change to our own lives and others, we are proud to support this celebration and look forward to being part of the solutions of tomorrow.”  

Ms. Davis is an internationally-recognized and published expert in the fields of emergency management and special needs planning. A leader in the development and implementation of special needs policies and protocols, Ms. Davis brings more than fifteen years of passion, dedication, experience, and accomplishments to her work. 
A long-time advocate for people with disabilities, Ms. Davis began her career in public service with the NYC Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities followed by the NYC Office of Emergency Management as a Special Needs Advisor. 
Ms. Davis later became the first Director of the National Organization on Disability’s Emergency Preparedness Initiative, a position she has since retired from. She remains an advisor to the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA. In 2001, Ms. Davis founded EAD & Associates, a New York-based emergency management consultancy with a unique expertise and focus on special needs and human services issues. 

Joining Ms. Davis at the Ball will be Kelly Rouba, an associate with EAD and member of the Inaugural Ball’s Event Media Committee. Ms. Rouba, who has juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, also writes for various disability-related publications and serves as a Disaster Assistance Employee for FEMA Region II. She is a former Ms. Wheelchair New Jersey titleholder and continues to serve as a disability rights advocate. For her community service efforts, she received the 2008 NJ Governor’s Award for Volunteerism. 

“As members of the disability community, Kelly and I are thrilled to be attending the first ever disability ball in celebration of what we can all achieve when we come together and support common goals. We can’t wait to see friends and colleagues from all across the country and dance away into the night,” Davis remarked. 

To request an interview with Elizabeth Davis or Kelly Rouba, or for more information on EAD & Associates, LLC, call (718) 330-0034 or visit www.eadassociates.com. 
*Please note: The Disability Power & Pride Inaugural Ball will be held from 7 p.m. until midnight at the National Press Club in Washington, DC on Sunday, January 18. For more information, visit www.disabilitypowerandpride.org. 
About NEMRC

The National Emergency Management Resource Center (NEMRC) serves government, non-profit, and corporate organizations that are seeking to improve their emergency preparedness and response efforts with respect to the special needs population.  

NEMRC is a community that believes in a fully-inclusive approach to emergency management, taking into account all population segments and helping to empower individuals and communities. To this end, NEMRC provides our members with the necessary tools to enable efficient, expedited, and involved resolution of special needs emergency management issues and concerns.
For more information, visit www.nemrc.net. 

